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cAICBOOT SAL

SUNDAY 29™ MARCH 2026
Buying & Selling 9:00am- 12:00 Noon
OLD WARES | TOYS | BOOKS | PLANTS
| COFFEE | DEVONSHIRE TEA | CAKES | ‘ =
BBQ! ot

WHERE: 67 BIRRIWA RD,
BYWONG (The Les Reardon Reserve)

SELLERS: $25 PER CAR

BUYERS: GOLD COIN DONATION

Proceeds from this event will | s
go towards local projects and gg :

events by the Bywong '
Communirty Association.

BOOK ASAP: President@bywongcommunity.org.au

Sellers must arrive and set up from 7am and depart after 12 Noon.

(No early departure for the safety of all) @‘—

—\
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The Whisper

Ambulance - Dial Triple Zero (000) All Hours
Bungendore Police: 6118 1240 Ambulance Bookings: 131233
Wamboin Community Assn https:\\wamboincommunity.org.au

_Bywong Community

www.bywongcommunity.org.au

Fire Brigade

http://wamboin.rfsa.org.au

Bywong and Wamboin Facilities and Contacts

Bywong Community

Bywong Hall Bookings
Church - Anglican
Community Nurse

Wamboin Rural Fire Brigade
Geary’s Gap Pony Club

Golf

Injured Wildlife

Justice of the Peace

Justice of the Peace

Bee Swarm Support

Landcare

NSW SES (assist — storm/flood)
NSW SES Bungend. non-urgent)
Sutton School Playgroup
Table Tennis

Wamboin Community Assoc.
Wamboin-Bung. Book Group
Wamboin Hall Bookings
Wamboin Markets

Wamboin Play Group

Gearys Gap Pony Club
Wamboin Pony Club
Wamboin Thurs Social Grp
Greenways Mgmt Commtee
Wonderful Women of Wamboin
ARF  (Rescue Dogs)

Justin Jarvis - President
Bookings Officer
Gai Donald - Warden

Heather Morrison - Bungendore

Matt Jackson - Captain
Cameron Smith

Ken Gordon

Wildcare — Helpline
Andrew Stainlay — JP
Leanne (Lee) Ward — JP
Adrian Meijer

Kathy Handel - Treasurer
NSW Call Centre

After Hours Duty Officer
Email current contact person at
Mike Muston

Jenny Richards - President
Sally Saunders

Joan Mason

Meriel Schultz

Kayla May — Co-ordinator
Kate O’Connor, President
Stacey Burgess -Contact Person
Narelle Pumphrey

Chris Schweizer - Chair
Merle Ketley

Lisa Whitney

0404 460 568

0438 400 364
6238 1333

0409 991 340

0419 449 747
0455 839 840
6299 1966
0408 469 880
0411207 317
0427 101 550
0447 289 638
132500
6238 0222

0406 606 238

0490 020 165

0419 303 229
6238 3258
6238 3309

0413 008 824
0414 672 979
0438917 206

0404 823 022

0408 260 796

president@bywongcommunity.org.au
Irrhallbywon mail.com

peterandandrew2012@gmail.com

wamboincaptain@gmail.com
ken.gordon1962@gmail.com

stains@bigpond.net.au
leannefward@gmail.com
rdoran4@bigpond.com
khandel@bigpond.net.au

Playgroup.sutton@gmail.com

Mike muston@gmail.com
president@wamboincommunity.asn.au
sally.saunders1@bigpond.com
wamboinhall@gmail.com
Imsconsulting@bigpond.com
wamboin.playgroup@gmail.com
earysgap.ponyclub@gmail.com
wamboinpcsecretary@gmail.com
pumpbnjc@westnet.com.au
beltrim1108@gmail.com
Wonderfulwomenofwamboin@gmail.com
lisawhitney059@gmail.com

The Wamboin Whisper: The Whisper is a monthly community newsletter established in 1981 by and owned by the Wamboin Community
Association. The Whisper is printed at Elect Printing in Fyshwick at the start of each month, excluding January. It is distributed to every letterbox in
Wamboin, Bywong and Queanbeyan-Palerang Council residents just southeast of the Federal Highway. Each issue goes to volunteer deliverers by
the first Sunday of the month and is also then available at www.wamboincommunity.asn.au. Any proceeds from advertisements in The Whisper after
printing costs go to the Wamboin Community Association.

Contributions to the Whisper: Contributions from all residents are encouraged, valued and
the main content of the newsletter. The current editor is Ned Noel, 17 Reedy Creek Place,
Wamboin, 2620, phone 0409 997 082. Paul Downey of Cooper Road also shares the editing.
Please email contributions to nednoel@optusnet.com.au or mail them or drop them off. On

contentious matters the Wamboin Community Association will strive to maintain a balanced
view, by seeking advice from the editorial team and by seeking alternative views to be

published in the same edition.

The deadline for each issue is the last Sunday night of the month before. There is, by
tradition, no January Whisper, mainly to give all its volunteer workers a rest. The deadline
for the April 2026 issue is 7 pm Sunday night, March 29, 2026. Advertising prices, per
issue, based on rough fraction of the inside the margins A4 area: 1/8 $26 1/6 32 V4 $40 1/3

$54

15 $80 2/3 $108 Full Page $160.email or phone the editor as above.

Young Entrepreneurs: Rebecca Purdie — pet/horse sitting 6238 3343  Kale
Blundell, Fernloff Road, babysitting, 0493 556 689
Elly and Rex Collins house cleaning 0418 979 474

||/ ,—‘/\
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Wednesday 5.30pm - 6.15pm
Wamboin Community Hall

For more info and to register
email bondsa89@gmail.com
or phone 0411142 663



http://www.wamboincommunity.org.au/
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WANTED URGENTLY - Properties for Sale

Thinking of Selling?

Need some FREE helpful advice Then please call us any day any time.
to prepare your property for sale? We work 7 days a week and can come at
anytime that suits your schedule.
FOR SALE FORSALE | FORSALE

s —
e - = . s

10 Lumley Road 525 Grove Road 45 Middle Street
WAMBOIN BYWONG SUTTON

We have been selling properties in the area for many years now & our clients are very happy

with the prices we have achieved. We also do free pre-sale inspections & can suggest ideas &

options to improve the marketing of your property. We will do all we can to obtain the absolute

best result for you in the timeline that suits you. So please don’t be talked into selling for less as

it is not fair to yourselves or your family & it affects all the future valuations for the area.

Ask for a FREE APPRAISAL with us so you know the market value before selling

So please, contact us to call out & do a GENUINE FREE APPRAISAL of your property m
\

We often sell properties before they are advertised, as we have a huge client r;I_OMi -
data base with many clients after properties of a certain type and price range FOR‘J
waiting for the right one. Which might be yours! __S‘:\.LL

So please call us, | have a great team that work with me, for you.
FREE Professional PHOTO & DRONE PACKAGE @

when you book a Free, No Obligation Appraisal of your property

Phone: JAN LADMORE 0407 890527 Ficehaak
E-mail: sales@allrealestatensw.com.au 7 Days

Follow us on

Website: www.allrealestatensw.com.au
Shop 5/33 Ellendon Street, Bungendore

ey prreall | rce No Hassle and No Obligation Appraisals
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Hello everyone,

This month is truly the best month to be a part of our wonderful community!
We are thrilled to announce that our main fundraiser event, the Car Boot Sale, is
happening on the 29th of March. This is your golden opportunity to snap up some
fantastic bargains, declutter your home, and contribute to reducing waste!

But before we dive into the details, we have a quick community announcement:
The Bywong Community Association is dedicated to bringing the people of Bywon
together through various activities, fostering connections, and maintaining the cohesion
of our local area. To achieve this, we collaborate with numerous groups in the region.

Now, back to the Car Boot Sale! It's time to crack open your piggy bank
and bring cash! Go through your cupboards and sheds, sort out your treasures, and get a
stall together. Remember, the items you no longer use might be just what someone else
is looking for. Turn your unfinished project into someone else's unfinished project and
convert that clutter into cash.

If you're on the hunt for a hidden gem, this is the perfect time to find it. The Car
Boot Sale is an excellent opportunity to pick up a bargain and help the environment by
reusing or repurposing items. Alternatively, you might want to get creative or turn your
summer bumper crops into preserves and sauces. Gather your like-minded friends and
set up a stall together!

We have some special shout-outs to our incredible community groups and
volunteers. The Guides will be running their famous Devonshire Tea stall, while the
Wonderful Women of Wamboin (WWOW) will be sharing information about their
social activities and how to get involved. Wildcare, Possumwood, and Landcare will be
joining the Greenways group, showcasing the fantastic work they
do. Landcare will also have a selection of native plants and
seedlings available to help rejuvenate our bushland and connect
wildlife corridors across our properties.

A big thank you to the Wamboin RFS, who will be
managing the car parking with their usual finesse. They will also be
providing advice on how to prepare your property for the fire
season.

In addition to these local community groups, we will have
the QPRC mobile Library and representatives from the local
council on site.

No community event of this scale would be complete

mmu\\.\’(‘:\ L

www.bywongcommunity.org.au

Bringing Bywong Together

Yoga in Sutton

It feels so good!

Tuesdays 10 - 11:30 am
St. Peter's Church Hall, Sutton

Beginners welcome
Maureen - 0402 900 033

Chartered Accountants

Business and Tax Advice, Tax Returns,

without the support of our local businesses. We are grateful to Business Activity Statements, Financials,

O'Sullivan's Waste for their long-term support in providing bins to
keep our event waste-free.

Accounting

This year, the BCA will be serving up delicious snags and bacon Specialising in Primary Production

from Priam Meats, a local family company.
Don't forget to visit our Sausage Sizzle / Bacon and Egg roll BBQ
to keep your energy levels high while hunting for bargains!

Mark your calendars for the 29th of March. Stall setup will
be from 07:00 to 08:45 am, with buying and selling taking place
from 09:00 to 12:00 pm.

A stall costs just $25, so bring cash and join us for a
fantastic day!

We look forward to seeing you all there. This event
promises to be bigger and better than ever, so don't miss out! For
more details, visit our Facebook page or the Bywong Community
Association website at https://www.bywongcommunity.org.au/.

Best regards, Justin Jarvis, for The Bywong Community
Association

and Small Business

Shop 2, 28 Malbon Street
Bungendore
Ph: 6164 2008 or 0408 643 115

il tozer @palacc.comau



https://www.bywongcommunity.org.au/
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GET A TRUSTED LOCAL TO HELP WITH YOUR
TREES

Hurleg Blrd .

“s Tree Services b

P A 0

With over 20 years combined experience & a team of Certified
Arborists, we are the trusted locals to help you with all your
tree needs! Weather it is getting ready for the fire season,
removing damaged or assisting with emergency jobs, we are
the ones to call.

Our services include, but not
limited too:

Tree Removal
Stump Grinding
e Tree Pruning & Shaping

Weight Reduction/Select
Thinning

e Emergency Tree Services

e EVO Energy Accredidated (ACT)

Contact us on the below details:
Darren Hurley; 0431 546 702
Administrations: Kayla 0436 406 988

admin@hurleybirdtrees.com.au
www.hurleybirdtrees. com.au
4 l‘\i'-‘«\ e W N = - "= A aR
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. Wamboin Community Association . -
i President’s Notes Warmboin

n

It’s March and still as warm as ever. However after the end of year hiatus things are beginning to return to a more normal

schedule.

1. Resumption of Monthly Meetings. February saw the resumption of the WCA’s monthly meetings. February was a well
attended meeting with many people eager to ask questions about issues in the community. Local Council was represented by
Councilor Ross MacDonald as a number of local council issues are about to arise. We will keep you informed of these as we
know more. We did ask Ross to convey our thanks to local council for all the roadworks that have been happening
throughout our area.

2. Monthly Markets. The February market at the Hall was I think quite well attended. I expected numbers to be down due to

the Canberra Show but it was quite a thriving market with lots of produce to sell.

That’s it for now. A very short President’s Notes this month but I assume that will change as the year unfolds. Remember to
come along to our monthly meeting held on the 3™ Tuesday of every month at 7:30 pm at the Hall. Our monthly meetings are open
to all members of the community. - Jenny Richards — President.

CRAIG TIERNEY SERVICES

0cee

" SPECCIVILPTY LTD _

Was your last job up to Spec?

Specialised Pipelaying, Excavations, Concreting & Rural Earthworks Water  Water Tank Domestic/  Slashing/
' Delivery  Cleaning Commercial Rotary hoe
30 Years Experience Wamboin Based Cleaning
For Hire: Excavators 5 Ton — 30 Ton, Bobcat, Front End Loader. www.ctservices.com.au

info@ctservices.com.au
5236 3606 | 0409 141 960

Machines with full range of attachments Inc. Heavy Duty Slasher

Driveways. House and shed cuts. Dams. Horse Arena’s.

Slashing. Selective Land Clearance. Pipework. Concreting. ""
Call today for a free quote.

Dan Ruszczynski Mob: 0402 252 633
MR SWEEP CHIMNEY AND FLUE CLEANING

Or Rustin Emery Mob: 0424 070 580 WE OFFER THE FOLLOWING SERVICES:

Email: Spec-civil@bigpond.com & Chimney Cleaning and Inspection and Safety Checks

& Repairs and Maintenance

& Firebox repairs|
& Fire door reseals
& Pyro Glass replacements
& Wood heater fan servicing and/or replacement
& Chimney top caps
& Chimney dampers
& Flue extensions
& Chimney Flashing
& Possum and bird proofing
CONTACT US:

Mob: 0411 111 707
Email: sweep@iinet.net.au

w0419 613 3¢ 387 ngna0
PO ox 128 bungaip e WO Approuec ANL I 153 For more information about our services and prices
WWW. domesﬁcwaferdlrecf.com.ou please go o our website

https://www.mrsweep.com.au
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FOR ALL EMERGENCY CALLS

The Wamboin e
Firefighter A

PREPARE. ACT. SURVIVE.

Callouts, and what we have been up to
The brigade has had two callouts in the last month, 1 x grass fire and 1 pile burn. Due to the continued High fire danger ratings and
total fire bans, the brigade has stood up crews during the day for quick responses to any fires or smoke sightings.
The following explanation of “rules”, when living rurally in NSW and in a high fire risk area like Wamboin.
We continue to get unnecessary callouts to fires. Unfortunately, some residents unbelievably, are oblivious to any rules relating to
lighting fires.
NSW has had in place, what is called “The Rural Fires Act” for over 70 years. It is a legal legislation that requires anyone using fire
outdoors to comply with certain rules to keep you and the community safe. Those who do not comply, in some circumstances can be
fined, charged, or get a custodial sentence. Most people or residents in NSW follow the simple rules and never have any issues. It is
your responsibility to keep up to date with current rules and fire danger levels.

e The “Bushfire Fire danger period” is typically between October 1 and March 31. (this can be extended before or after those
dates, depending on weather conditions) Permits are required in the BFDP. Note that due to dry weather conditions this
season, permits were cancelled or suspended for much of the period.

e The “out of Bushfire Fire danger period,” is between April 1 and September 30. (this can be shortened as well) This is the
preferred time to burn vegetation as permits are not required. *You still must “notify” (365 days a year) —read on....

e For 365 days of the year, if you intend to burn vegetation, you must netify the RFS, online on their portal, even if you have a
permit. You must also notify all the landowners of all adjoining properties to you. Both must be done at least 48 hours prior
to you lighting up.

e  During the Bushfire Fire Danger Period (BFDP), any outdoor fires to burn vegetation require a Permit. You are not allowed
to burn anything other than vegetation, this includes building materials, pallets, and treated timber. If you are caught burning
anything other than vegetation, the Environmental Protection Agency can be involved and issue you a fine. Permits can be
applied for online and take time to be processed. Allow 7 days for a permit to be processed. If you do not have a computer or
smart device, you can visit your local fire control centre to manually fill out an application. An application for a permit does
not mean you will get one. A permit is assigned to a permit officer, who must attend your property to ensure your proposed
burn complies with the rules. You must be physically and mentally able to control, manage and ensure your fire does not
escape your property. You must always have a pressurised water supply available, and ensure you comply with the
conditions written on the permit.

e  When fire danger ratings go to “High” or above, all permits are suspended. If you intend to burn and have a permit, you must
check weather conditions before, during and after you proposed burn. Windy conditions can quickly change a controlled fire
to an out-of-control fire. A total fire ban day means exactly that. No fires outdoors at all.

e Permits and notifications are all kept and stored on a database at the RFS headquarters in Sydney. Every incident has
constant radio communications and data terminals on every RFS vehicle and will know instantly if you haven’t completed
the required applications and forms.

e The ACT has their own fire danger ratings and total fire bans. You must only use NSW ratings. Wamboin, Bywong and
Sutton Park are part of the “Southern Ranges.”

e  Bushfires can be life threatening. They can destroy property, businesses, and people’s livelihood. The Rural Fire Service Act
is there to protect the community and you. They have been written so you can burn safely and not put others at risk.
Unfortunately, many fires escape, damage property or worse kill people. If you are found guilty of an offence, even minor,
you may get a police record, a fine or a custodial sentence.

Till next time, stay safe! - Don Evans (Deputy Captain)

Membership enquiries Wamboinmembership@gmail.com
Wamboin Rural Fire Brigade https://wamboin.rfsa.org.au
NSW Rural Fire Service www.rfs.nsw.gov.au
Wamboin Facebook page Wamboin Rural Fire Brigade

Queanbeyan Fire Control 6128 0600 (business hours only)


http://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/
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EliéMerriman i .
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icens Real Estate Agent,
\Uicensed Stock & Station Agent
0402 117 877
ellie.merriman@raywhite.com doug.merriman@raywhite.com

Ava Merriman

\(\e( Ly . T Llicensed Real Estate Agent,
(\0" :

P\ " Licensed Stock & Station Agent
So e : | 0429 517 003

ava.merriman@raywhite.com

Ray White Bungendore

RayWhite.
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Wamboin Home Produce and Craft Market saturday 21 March 2026 9-12md
Contact: Meriel Schultz 042 261 4304 Email: Imsconsulting@bigpond.com

21 February resulted in_another good market. Some new stall holders. More are always welcome. The variety is
excellent. Garden produce (I am in awe of those who have managed to harvest anything this long, hot, dry summer), craft of
all kinds, delicious home baked goods, coffee, jams and preserves, flowers, jewellery and more. Next month we will have a
local artisan baker coming - so you will be able to stock up on delicious home-baked sourdough products.

Noah Corra did a great job fundraising by running a raffle to raise money for his upcoming Car Rally - the ‘Lunchbox’
Rally. All proceeds go to Cancer Council NSW. He will be taking part in the rally with ‘Nonna’ (aka Marita) in September. So

they will be at the market each month until the end of the season. You never
know, you too could be a winner of the great hamper of goodies and wine! Come
along next month and try your luck!
On a less positive note, I was quite dismayed to find several of the boxes
and clothing in the store room (very carefully stored by the lovely people from
the SRMD after our Christmas market) had been partly pulled out and thrown on
the ground and a clothing rack destroyed. The WCA'’s Christmas decorations had
met the same treatment. It took around 2 hours to re-order and restore the goods
to their allocated space. Please, if others use the store for storage or activities,
respect other community groups property.
Each year, we try to hold two special (themed) markets. In the past we have

held:

* A young people’s cupcake competition
competition/exhibition

*  Story writing competition Horse gear sales Dog show and fancy dress parade

* 'Clear out your shed' day (very popular!!) Contribution to the QPRC arts trail
weekend.

* Joint activity with Wheels of Wamboin
This year we will hold:

* A spinners demonstration and craft supply sale (to coincide with World
Spinning Day in September)

* An art and photography exhibition to coincide with the QPRC Arts Trail
weekends in October

What else would you like to see happen? Please let me know, using the email

above or as a text message.

Art and Photography

See you at the March market!

M\ S

SHERONY PARK

PRACTICAL AMD SAFE HORSE MAMNAGEMENT

B4 ELECTRICAL

Local, Reliable, Professional

B4 Electrical is a proudly locally owned compa-
ny servicing Canberra and surrounding regions.
With extensive experience in both urban and
rural settings, we deliver high-quality electrical
solutions tailored to your needs

Our Services Include:

AREE AR

New Homes Sheds Maintenance Renovations

v Fully licensed and insured
v Fast, friendly, and efficient service

For a free quote, contact Joe today

%, 0476 766 151
B Joe@b4electrical.com.au

Coming Events at Sherony Park

Facilities available for hire
at reasonable prices.
» Covered Arena with lights,

Michael Godding Classical

Equitation
Sundays, Mondays &

Training & Working 8-10,

Manuel Jorge De Oliveira Clinic
13-15 March 2026
Bookings:
bonnie.skinner@hotmail.com

stadium seating &
Kitchenette
» Classroom with Kitchenette
s Stables, dayyards,
roundyard
* Short term horse stay
Bookings: 0422 244 433

Wednesdays weekly
Bookings: 0410 611 577
michaelgoddingclassicalhorse
tr.com

Giorgia Rose

Manuel Jorge De Oliveira Private
Lessons

12 March 2026

Bookings:
bonnie.skinner@hotmail.com

+« Position & balance lessons
on the lunge

¢ One-on-one horse riding
lessons

¢ Equine Assisted Leaming

wildroseequestrian@outlook.

Watch this space for more
working equitation clinic
dates.

Michael Godding

Classical Horsemanship Clinic
21-22 March 2026

Bookings:
michaelgoddingclassicalhorsetr.com

com

www.sheronypark.com.au
M: 0422 244 433 Sutton NSW  E: sheronypark@bigpond.com



mailto:lmsconsulting@bigpond.com
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OOLET ME HELP @O
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—___Positively Impacting People's lives one task at a time

SUPPORTING CANBERRA AND SURROUNDING REGION
QUEANBEYAN | JERRABOMBERRA | GOOGONG | BUNGENDORE | TARAGO | BRAIDWOOD| GOULBURN

| am the owner | operator of a small independent service provider company (LET ME HELP GROUP). | am a
qualified (Certificate IV in Disability) support worker with over 8 years practical experience supporting people
living with disabilities, and other health issues.

| am passionate about providing high quality person centred
care to individuals who are experiencing mobility,
neurodevelopment, neurodivergent, and other health
challenges.

LET ME HELP GROUP is NDIS focused, and adheres ﬁ;‘ |
to the NDIS code of conduct. Our experienced d
support workers have:

o completed the NDIS e-learning training, and
on the job training;

o valid NDIS Worker Screening Checks;

o valid first aid certification;

o valid drivers licence and private use vehicle
insurance; and

o current workers compensation | public liability
and professional indemnity insurance

/o\ In-Home Supports

\'J Personalised Care

\\ lI

] Empowering People Contact Us

Q 0409 836 789
Transportation

‘U“ Domestic Assistance www.letmehelpgroup.com.au

@ letmehelpgroup@gmail.com




WAMBOIN WEATHER — rainfall and temperature records
(51 years from Cooper Road) by Christine Rieber
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February Rainfall Stats Average February rainfall._________ 58.8mm
February rainfall to the 22nd ....... 39.25mm 2025 February rainfall................... 55.5mm
2026 total rainfall to 22/2 ..............62.0mm 2025 total rainfall to 22/2........... 127.75mm
50yr Av. to end of February....... 120.9mm
March Rainfall Stats
2025 Marchrainfall..._....._..__ 42 75mm Average March rainfall ... 59.3mm
Wettest March................... 303mm in 1989 Average no. rain days in March....... 8.3
Wettest day. .. . 160mm on 15/3/89 Highest no. rain days............ 17in 2017
Driest March.. 3mm (2 llmes) 1986 & 1998 Lowest no. rain days............ 3 (8 times)

81, 86,92, 98, 02, 06, 00 & 18

[ ;IJ'I' LINE

March Temperature Stats

HIRE

6ton Excavator - Bobcat - Tipper

2025 March maximum............... 34.2°C 2025 March minimum..................5.7°C
Hottest Marchday....................... 37.4°C March 2025. Av. max 26.9°C & min 12.7°C
on 19/3/23 Av_ Mar_temp.. 17.2°C (day+night comb.)
Hottest March night._.___ .. 26°C on 9/3/83 Coldest March day.... 13°C (3 times) on
Average day (max.) temperature.... 22.6°C 14/3/94 & 3-4/3/12
Average night (min.) temperature... 11.7°C Coldest March night..... 1.1°C on 31/3/19
Warmest March.. . 1983 Coldest March .. . 2012

(Av. max day temp 25 59C & nlght 15.2°C)

(Av. min day temp 17.3°C & nlght 8.6°C)

SERVICES

(warmest day temp. 27.1°C in 2024)

(coldest night temp. 7.9°C in 2015)

On the 28/1/26 we had the equal hottest January day of 43.5°C, with 43.6°C on
4/1/2020 and 43.5°C on 31/1/2020. Over the past 50 years there has been 16 days of |
40°C or higher — all in the last 9 years and 12 in January, being one in January 2018,
five in January 2019, three in December 2019, four in January 2020, one in February

2020, and two in January 2026.
In addition to having hot days, it has also been dry. Over the past 6 months
(September to February) we have had 242 75mm of rain, which is about 63% of the
50-year average of 387mm.

Horse Riding nstructor

Local instructor available for:

* beginnersand * more experienced niders.

I can come to your pIOpCIt}' or

have a sand arena available.

Improve your * dressage

* jumping or

* just increase your confidence.

Available on weekdays or weekends
Leanneon 6238 3435 or 0419-631-651

——1

BULI_ET BINS

SKIP BIN HIRE -

Servicing Canberra &
Rural Surrounds

0409 201 197

sales@bulletbins.com

» Skip Bin Hire
» Domestic & Commercial
» General Waste

» Green Waste

+ Soil

+ Steel

» Concrete & Masonry

» 12t West-Trans Loader

OUR BIN SIZES RANGE FROM 2.5m’, 3m*, 4.5m® and 6m® to 10m*

- Bulk &/or detailed - Concrete preparation
excavations - Landscaping

- House sites - Trenching

- Shed pads - Driveways

- Footings - Animal burial

ANDREW
BINGLEY

0417 223 296

office@cutlinecivil.com
www.cutlinecivil.com

" B @cutlinecivil

Wamboin Studio

picture framing
e gallery

custom framing of your artwork,
photographs and needlework

quality work - reasonable rates
obligation free quotes

also a selection of prints, cards,
paintings and gifts for sale

by appointment
phone Lyn on 0494 071 140
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COUNITRY PARK

HERBS

The selection of herbs in our Summmer Blend have been
plended to maintain the ideal balance within your horse’s
pbody in the hot weather.

A herb that soothes and N
Marshmallow ROOL improves the function of »~ " 4 ¥ / ¢
AN

the digestive system

ROSGhipi High in Vitamin C v 'y -

and flavonoids
~ d ¢
\‘ 4

Clivers Supports the body via S ,.‘
the lymphatic system S
N

An effective and gentle ‘
Dandelion LeOL digestive tonic high in

potassium

4.
r- >

High in pro-Vitamin A \'
Calendula Flowers  to aid in healing body O
tissue and inflammation *
k

Visit our website for * P

-
monthly specials \‘V; ¥ L

. 4

. i e

026238135 CAROL. COUNTRYPAR K.COMAU 0758964387 RUTH

Design Sandy Morphett
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Wamboin Golf — February 2026
Sunday 1 March 2026. A group of 13 golfers ventured out to play in the Wamboin Golf competition on a pleasant Autumn
day. The sponsors this month were the Baileys and the Gordons and we thank them for the refreshments and prizes.
We welcomed back Amy and Taylor Miners this month and hope they are able to join us again.
The competition was played using the Western course this month for the 9-holers. The sponsors nominated stableford as the
scoring system this month. In something of a repeat of the previous month and destined to keep the handicapper busy again the winner
went to: Stephen M (2), Ken G (2), Deb G, Gerard R and Tim B.
The googly ball was shared around several golfers this month. It
water struck a rock (how surprising) and rebounded to the top of SINCE 1994
the dam wall.
Next month, the competition will be on Sunday 1 March and is sponsored by the o
Schroder and Whitney families. PH' 041 8 201 784

of the 18-hole competition was Stephen M (76/44) from Vicki S (82/37) and Taylor
M (84/37) in third place on count back. The 9-hole competition was taken out by
started with Pete H even though he couldn’t remember what . ‘ .
happened, but was apparently googly worthy, before passing to
The dummy spit was initially awarded to TIm B for use
of expletives after an errant shot of a playing partner, before a e r
being awarded to David B who was checking the aerodynamic
We hope you can join us at the community hall at 12.15pm on Sunday, 1 March for a or 0419483 103 [AH; 6230 3385]
12.30pm start. — Ken Gordon

Steve L (44/17) from Gerard R (39/16) and Pete H (55/12).
Proud Little David for apparently being incredibly stupid and C 0 N T R ACTO R s
capability of one of his golf clubs. The Ted Evans Joke involved H

some injudicious decision making made during a closely contested golfing e 'Ve rg

Ball winners for longest drives and nearest the pins
insensitive before going to Ken G whose dream shot over the
competition. Possibly involving the hiding of a golf ball.

Prompt reliable service of domestic water

at competitive rates. -
icon
NN
INSPECTED &

1761 SUTTON RD, SUTTON APPROVED

Ellipse
Surveying

UNLOCK THE POTENTIAL OF YOUR LAND
CONTACT US

O Land Subdivision & Consolidation

dmi i ing. ;
-~ Dividing/combining Land admin@ellipsesurveying.com.au

- Boundary Pegging www.ellipsesurveying.com.au

Marking Property Boundaries (02) 5117 4266
Detailed/Contour Surveys
Precise Land Measurements

O Construction Setout
~ Construction Layout Marking

() Infrastructure Setout
~ Infrastructure Positioning
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Bird Of The Month
By Luke Downey
For March I chose the Straw-necked Ibis, a common bird of farmland fields, that I have seen several large flocks of lately.
Straw-necked Ibis (Threskiornis spinicollis)  Size:58-76cm (wingspan 100-120cm) Status: Fairly common resident

The Straw-necked Ibis is a large ibis, with a distinctive long black decurved bill. It is black above, extending onto the breast
sides, and white below, with a bare black head and legs. Breeding birds develop a glossy green-purple sheen on the dark upperparts
and their namesake yellowish straw-like plumes on the breast. Both of these features are reduced or absent in non-breeding birds.
Sexes are alike, and immature birds are duller, with a feathered head. Straw-necked Ibises are gregarious, usually occurring in flocks,
sometimes numbering into the hundreds. Unlike their common and familiar cousin the
Australian White Ibis,
which can be a tame
bird of urban environs
and rubbish dumps,
Straw-necked Ibises
are a bird of the

countryside and favour

grassland and

farmland, especially

fields with short grass,

crops or ploughed STOCKFEEDS

paddocks, where they
feed on insects. The

‘ o ¥, YO " two do co-occur at
times however, but the all-white Australian White Ibis is easy to T K F E E D
distinguish and Straw-necked never scavenges like the White
Ibis. Straw-necked Ibises also sometimes frequent wetlands and
watercourses but are less tied to water than many Ibises and are
often found far from water. They have a strong flight and can
sometimes be seen in flocks flying in formation high overhead,
showing their dark underwings with white centres. Ibises lack a
proper voice box and therefore only give guttural croaks and
grunts, usually in alarm or when breeding. Straw-necked Ibises
breed primarily in the Riverina, and locally are a nomad of the A L L K I N D S O F H AY
grasslands and pastures, moving between different fields —_—
regularly. They also utilise lawns, sport fields and golf courses
in urban areas. They are a common sight in the local rural areas,

so make sure to keep an eye out for flocks of these birds in the
local paddocks. (photo from Google images)

f @bundaraparkstockfeed

30 Wycombe Street, Qbn
0439950302

9
) LOCATED IN THE
Y
T WAMBOIN/ BYWONG
1..

AREA

Indoor Cleaning Babysitting / »

Outdoor Cleaning Pet Sitting ).
Window Cleaning  Odd Jobs / \
Weeding Gardens Spreading Mulch

Domestic Water — sourced directly from
Canberra’s treated supply

STAINLESS STEEL TANK (14,000L)
ICON WATER inspected and approved

Servicing your local area for over 30 years!

0428 626 838

PO Box 7236 KARABAR NSW 2620

CONTACT: 0400 654 138
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Whisper Gets Into Your Mailbox Each Month

A huge thank you to Tony Fisher and his family who have distributed around 235 whispers to deliverers in the southeastern
areas of Norton Road for over two decades. A complication in their lives has made this task difficult. Ken Gordon generously put up
his hand to take on Tony’s tasks. Thanks also to Margaret Hekeimin who has, I think since forever, delivered Whispers to Merino
Vale Drive. Marianne Menglekamp has offered to take on those deliveries, and Robyn Slater says she will be a back up for
Maryanne.

Without the month by month donation of time by the 50+ residents listed below, it would be impossible for Wamboin,
Bywong and other residents in the newsletter’s catchment area to have The Whisper. Please remember all residents listed below, as
they do what they do in order to make this place a little bit friendlier and more sociable. Without the businesses that pay to advertise
in the Whisper we could not pay for printed copies. Finally, each article, invitation and notice you read in each Whisper is only there
because you or someone else in Bywong or Wamboin took the time to create it.

174: CO-ORDINATED BY CHRISTINE RIEBER: phone 6238 3518

Fay Kelly Norton West Area from Cmpbl P1 20 Christine Rieber Cooper Rd 27
Dave Power Fernloff Rd 34 Vicki Still Canning ClI 15
Andrea Sadow Poppet Rd 32 Alan Rope Sutton Rd 47
184: CO-ORDINATED BY KATHY HANDEL: ph 0447 289 638 khandel@bigpond.net.au

Joan Mason Bingley Way 44 Margaret Hekeimin Merino Vale Dr 19
Sue Ward Norton Rd (Bingley to Weeroona) 32 Anne Gardner Weeroona Dr (Norton to Majors) 32
Kathy Handel Norton(Weero2Hilltop+wWrrndra) 23 Phil Leeson&C Fogarty  Norton Rd (Campbell to Bingley) 27
Alison Evans East Wirreanda 7

236: CO-ORDINATED BY KEN GORDON: ken.gordon1962@gmail.com

Lesley Page Valley View Ln 5 Deb Gordon 871 — 1023 Norton 44
Colleen Foster BdoreRd BtwnJoRocks&NortnRd 25 Dominica Lorimer 1241 to North End of Norton Rd 44
Ken Gordon Clare Ln 12 Lyle Montesin The Forest Rd area incl Joe Rcks 65
Jules Clancey 1115 — 1240 Norton Rd 38

207: CO-ORDINATED BY GARETH JONES Ph: 6238 1988 givrjones@bigpond.com

Sophie Davis Weeroona (254 — 400) 18 Rachel Palmer Weeroona (417-512) 19
James Houlcroft Macs Reef Rd (DenleyToGumFlt) 7 Maria Taylor Birriwa Rd & Gum Flat Lane 19
Chelsea Moore Rovere Ln 8 Justin Jarvis Smith Macs Reef Birriwa to Harriott 14
Megan Wallace Harriott Rd 28 Barbera.Wilkins MacsReef 670,622,618,568,566 5
Sandra Favre Newington Rd 23 Darrin Lincoln MacsReef 538,565,587,623,625,649 6
Merle Ketley Snowgum Road 26 Carol&Clive Boughton ~ Macs Reef (BankersTo FedHwy) 34
172: CO-ORDINATED BY IAN COILLET ph 0402 027 452 lodestar@ozemail.com.au

Simon Lewis Federal HwSvcRd 24 Louise Baldwin Wattle Flat Rd 11
Lyn Parkinson Bidges/Hickey/OldGoldMines 53 Fire Brigade Headquarters on Bingley Way 1
Chris & Kate M Sutton Park Estate 57 Russell Ball Macs Reef — Denley Dr to B’doreRd 26
150: CO-ORDINATED BY Chris Fowler ph 0438 591 098 chrisft1 @pcug.org.au

Chris Fowler Millynn Rd 21 David Featherston B’doreRd SmHill to&ncldgCrkBRd 31
Cheryl Le Mesurier Brooks Rd 25 David & Connie Jansen =~ Wyoming Road 20
Kerrie Gougeon B’dore Rd (CreekB to Fed Hwy) 33 Peter Sharp Doust Road 20
253 CO-ORDINATED BY NED NOEL ph 0409-997-082 email nednoel@optusnet.com.au

Robyn Elsom Denley Dr (Sth End to 429) 17 JonesFmly+JulieJohnsn ~ Denley 191 to 414 26
Tony Bond HoganDr/OranaDr/Yuranga Dr 52 Mary & Paulo Beneforti  Dnly Dr frm MacsReef to Birchmans 12
Janey & Paul Pedersen BirchmansFrmDenleyUp2SaraRf 16 Helen Longdon SarahReef&BrichmansFrnSarah2End 12
Murray Goodridge B’dore Rd (McsRf to&nclSmrhil) 40 Diana Griffin Majors Close 19
Diana Boswell Donnelly Rd 29 & Grove Rd 8 36 Advertisers & Misc Out of area advertiser mailouts & msc 23

TOTAL 1,373

-RETAINING WALLS -FEATURE
WALLS
-ENTRANCE GATES -HOUSE
CLADDING

PH. 0412 221924
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Can you create an article, drawing, poem or short fiction piece that will make the March 2026 Whisper

a good experience for Bywong and Wamboin residents? Thank you if you are one of the deliverers, content

providers, or financers through an ad for this Febuary 2026 Whisper. It’s one more little part of living in Bywong and Wamboin.
Deadline for the April 2026 issue is 7 pm March 29.

Guidelines for content that seem to me to likely help are:

-written by a Bywong or Wamboin resident and signed by name so residents can
trust that a real neighbour stands behind your words '

- about or at least relating to life out here SOI L WATE R J
- resectful of the many views and lifestyles among us

- can be an article, an invitation, a question, a poem, a drawing or a short story
relating tl life out here

www.soilandwater.net.au

Helping you meet council requirements with
expert, professional environmental solutions

- not printedelsewhere tailored t t
- if it could increaase your income, write it, but consider running it as an ad to s i b )
help pay the printer . On-site sewage management reports
- a little humour never hurts . Erosion and sediment control plans
- Ned Noel,volunteer editor, nednoel@optusnet.com.au or ¢ Land capability assessments for sub-division

whisper@wamboincommunity.asn.au or 0409 997 082
We can also link you to our network of specialist

WAMBOIN HORSE SERVICES & AGISTMENT — “Our team excels.” surveyors, engineers, installers/suppliers and
Contact: Paul 0423 954 917 All Hours sectmorke apentors:
www.paudebaire.id.au JOHN FRANKLIN 0490 393 234

eEstablished, Boutique, Secure, double gated location -
8 mins Bungendore in Wamboin
oFriendly, helpful team caring for your horse, Comp
Paudebaire Equine Servicgs Prep, Return to Riding lessons
oElectric fences, Pasture - groomed paddocks, Vet
stables, Post and Rail yards, Float park, Wash point and Crush
e Share a paddock with another friendly horse — hay or hard feed options — NO DIY
® Use our dressage arena, jump paddock, exercise tracks, ride out on the Greenways

7t

Heavy Rigid Tip Truck, 5.5t Excavator, Bobcat and
1.7t Excavator wet hire

Locally owned and operated business offering all forms of excavation

Animal burials
Concrete preps for driveways and paths
Landscape preps
House/Shed/Garage site cuts with laser leveling
Trenching/absorption trenches
Rubbish/fill removal
Fallen tree removal
Horse Arena’s and Stable/wash bays
Rural road and driveway maintenance
no job to small

Rock Hammer, Auger, Pallet forks, Trench and Ripper attachments available
Experienced, professional, reliable service at competitive rates.
Contact Ken on 0438 600 393 or Kennyzdirtworx@gmail.com
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Ross’ Report

Dear Whisperers,

I hope you’re all enjoying the cooler end to the summer months and finding your properties greener and dams fuller though if
anything like at my place, you’ll need a lot more rain yet.

The start of the year has been busy with Council meetings in Braidwood and Queanbeyan (there’s a meeting scheduled for
Bungendore on the 11th of March). I’ve also had a lot of meetings with lots of residents and community groups. I also recently got
across the border to the Royal Canberra Show and caught up with a Bywong local Jennie from Roogulli Farm who breeds (very
adorable) babydoll sheep — a big congratulations to Roogulli Farm on the prize wins at the show!

I’m really excited about an initiative that’s taken shape over the last few months. In September last year, a community
member spoke to me about the lack of activities for teenagers in and around Bungendore so I convened a town hall to talk about it.
Almost 40 community representatives along.

In October, Council agreed to my proposal to provide space at the Norah Starrs Community Centre (the new name for the
Bungendore Community Centre) for a youth hub and I began talking to organisations who know how to run youth programs really
well.

I’m so pleased that The Y Canberra Region (formerly the YMCA) has agreed to lead the delivery of a free program for 12 to
16 year olds on Friday evenings starting on the 24th of April this year. They’ll be working with many community organisations to
make it a success and I encourage all the local kids who either attend Bungendore High or live around our area are able to get to get
involved as it takes shape.

Now something less positive. The recycling bins at the Wamboin Hall continue to be a problem. There’s a few who either
don’t know how to recycle, or don’t care. I really want to believe it’s the former, but the end result is that rubbish continues to be
dumped into recycling bins. I’ve seen bedding, household food scraps, nappies and other non-recyclable waste in the bins. When a
truck picks up bins that include non-recyclable materials, it’s usually a case of the entire truckload being contaminated and having to
be dumped in landfill.

I have been a strong supporter of retaining the recycling bins at the hall but I’ll struggle to keep that fight going if they’re
going to continued to be misused. If you’ve got ideas, I’'m open to suggestions about how we make the bins work for the community
although as someone said at the recent Wamboin Community Association meeting, if you don’t use it (properly), you lose it.

As I flagged last month, I’m in the process of collating my A
budget bids from residents and community groups — pleased to say I’ve "v—‘
received some great ideas from Wamboin residents so thanks for those PLUMBING

and hopefully I’ll be able to secure funding for some of those projects.
@ <

We also have a new process for developing our budget which will
include more community consultation. Keep an eye on the Council
website or my Facebook page for more information on how to get
involved and have your say into the process.
Don’t forget, the region’s 2026 Seniors Festival runs from 2-16 March '
and there’s events right across the region. Check out my Facebook or
Council’s website for more information. As always, please get in touch
if I can be of any assistance.

- Cheers, Ross MacDonald, Councilor

« All Types of Plumbing
* No Job Too Small
* 24 Hours - 7 Days

O * Pensioner Discount

ABN 91085836317

. Expert Electrical & Off-Grid Soluti ectrical Services
PRIMROSE ~ across Rz;i::; NSWE ACT XIL\IEbRE'\;\I LEMON

ELECTRICAL NSW Lic: 120626C

Family-owned and a fully licensed business, Primerose Electrical delivers honest advice,

quality workmanship and dependable electrical solutions for homes, farms and worksites.
Punctual and dependable reputation for:

Z o
i R

new homes renovations

Energy Independence & Water Reliability

« Solar systems, battery storage and complete
off-grid power solutions.

« Bore pump installation, servicing and repairs.

Rural & Property Electrical Installation

() We handle switchboard and safety upgrades,
/\ electrical fit-outs for:
<7 « Sheds «+ Lighting
N « Farms « Power and appliance
+ Workshops installations.

electrical power to

Ongoing Reliability & Compliance Checks maintenance water bores

We provide fast fault finding, ongoing
maintenance, emergency call-outs and full
compliance and certification.

Contact Andrew on 0428 466 525

For 24/7 emergency repairs or project enquiries contact Jake on 0408 417 747 or visit primroseelectrical.com.au today.

Proudly servicing the local area for over 18 years
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What the Heck Chapter 43

How many of you noticed that Chapter 43 was not in last month’s edition? Well I was having a rest last month because there
is only so much a human brain can tolerate until it packs it in, and I would like mine to keep going for a bit longer. So the WTH
article may become a casual, non-monthly article, or it may at times have a different author. I have made a request for another author
from the SRMD group with just one person offering who is always busy and short on time as well. But one can only keep asking.
And maybe miracles do happen.

In the meantime the church folk are working their way through Lent. Lent is the period of 40 days (plus 6 Sundays) from
Ash Wednesday to Easter Sunday, when Christians fast, that is to give up ‘something’ in recognition of the 40 days fast by Jesus
before he began his ministering. Originally it was food and drink from which one should abstain, so the 6 Sundays were excluded
from the 40 days because Sundays were feast days. Those early church leaders were cunning, weren’t they?

However it does not have to be a food, as many tend to think, maybe a luxury or a habit, just something that is of importance
to you personally and that you would rather not do without. Try it and test the strength of your willpower.

The beginning of Lent, Ash Wednesday, has been and gone. We held a service at Wamboin where last year’s Palm Sunday
leaves were burned and the ash used to make the sign of the cross on the attendees forehead, a symbol of Christ’s crucifixion.

The preceding day was Shrove Tuesday, which in many countries is marked by festive meals, and social gatherings. Here it
is commonly referred to as Pancake Day when you can pig out on pancakes. So if you missed it you will have to wait nearly twelve
months for your pancakes, or you can have them any day you desire because there is no rule or regulation as to when one can eat a
pancake.

If you would like to join us at an Easter service, please do so. We invite all to our little churches, regardless of your Christian
persuasion. For times and locations of Lenten and Easter services please see the advertisement elsewhere in this edition.

-Alan Rope, Rector’s Warden

Sutton Road Anglicans St Peters Sutton St Andrews Wamboin St Marks Gundaroo

Easter 2026 Church Service Times

29 March Palm Sunday 10.30am Wamboin 3 April Good Friday 9.30am Sutton
5 April Easter Sunday 9.30am Wamboin 5 April Easter Sunday 4.00pm Gundaroo

Our Landcare network is looking to host another grassland/weed workshop in
the Bywong/Wamboin region at the end of March. - Erin Brinkley p) oo

Local Coordinator | Upper Shoalhaven Landcare Council

M 0473 407 079 | E upper.shoalhaven@gmail.com PO Box 97 | 42 Ryrie Street Braidwood NSW
2622

C al oo
& Domestic ; oSS
Sevlicey TOTAL SHED

* New builds & Repairs

* Renovations; Bathrooms,
Kitchens

* Decks & Pergolas CAI.I.: 0418 979 474

¢ Carports, Sheds & Shed fit outs

* Wood and metal works

D t .
* Earthworks & Landscaping 0 m es I c
* Drainage n

ABN: 58 670 484 401 3 R u ra I

Dave Collins - Handyman

¢ Retaining walls

* Fencing & Gates

* Animal enclosures and houses
* Small concreting jobs

- Commercial

0411 777 877

Tip Truck, Excavato & Skid Steer Services Oﬂice @totalshedsolutions com.au



mailto:upper.shoalhaven@gmail.com
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The Travelling Stock Reserves of the Wamboin/Bywong area, part 2: Schofields and Smiths Gap TSRs
David McDonald (david [at] dnmcdonald.id.au)
In The February 2026 issue of The Whisper 1 introduced the Travelling Stock Reserves (TSRs) of our area, and provided
information on Gambles TSR on Sutton Road. Two other TSRs are found locally, Schofields TSR at Bywong and Smiths Gap TSR at

the foot of Smiths Gap.
Schofields TSR

This is a somewhat sad TSR, lacking its former positive attributes. It was notified in the Gazette on 12 September 1881 as a
Camping and Water Reserve, no. 125, ‘area about 60 acres’, i.e. 24 ha. It is now TSR R1002475, Category 5 (‘TSR that are no longer
used or valued for any of the above reasons’), just 3.6 ha. The Reserve was labelled as TSR No. 38 under the former Braidwood Rural
Lands Protection Board. It is on both sides of Bungendore Road, Bywong: three triangles separated by roads, with the eastern
triangle’s southern tip at the Gum Flat Creek crossing, and the north-western triangle’s southern tip where Emu Flat Lane joins
Bungendore Road. The eastern part (2 ha) is difficult to access owing to its fencing; it is a paddock with few biodiversity values. The
southern segment (0.6 ha) is largely pine trees. The north-western segment (1 ha) contains a small area with a surprisingly high level

of biodiversity between the unwanted exotic plants.

Schofields TSR is named after the Schofield family who farmed there (Emu Flat) from the mid-1800s, including two
selections taken up there in 1883 by James Schofield (senior) (b. 8 Jan 1807 Mossley, Lancashire, England, d. 14 Mar 1901 Emu Flat,
Bywong), convict and bootmaker. In 1848 he married Maria Ablett (b. 1815 Richmond NSW, d. 08 Jan1884 at Creekborough) in
Queanbeyan. It is reported that ‘The ferocious epidemic of scarlet fever in 1876 claimed three children of James Schofield, the

bootmaker, within a fortnight” (Lea-Scarlett 1968, p. 159).

James senior’s son James William Schofield (1853—1933) and his wife Catherine Duncan (1856-1925) inherited the property
from James’ father. Lindsay (2008, p. 604) advises that ‘The place of James and Catherine Schofield in the history of the Bywong

community is remembered in the naming of Schofield Road in their honour’.

The Bungendore Road bridge over Gum Flat Creek is known as Schofields Bridge. Note the nearby Schofield Hill and

Schofield Trig. Members of the Schofield family still live in our area.
Smiths Gap TSR

The location of this TSR is somewhat enigmatic. First, it is TSR R1001963, 8.92 ha (22 acres), category 2: ‘TSRs that are
used for travelling stock, emergency management or biosecurity purposes, but they are also important and used for other reasons, e.g.

biodiversity conservation, Aboriginal cultural heritage or recreational purposes.’

The reserve was notified in the NSW Gazette on 20 May 1873 as a ‘Reserve from sale for the camping of travelling stock’,
C.R. no. 33, parish of Wamboin, ‘on the Gundaroo and Bungendore Road’. At that stage it comprised 35 acres (14 ha). Today the
TSR occupies only the southern side of Bungendore Road at the foot of the Lake George Range, and retains 63% of its original area;

the remainder formerly lay on the northern side of the road.

Within its bounds is the well-known swimming place, originally the Smiths Gap gravel pit, long referred to locally as ‘the

quarry’.

The reserve derives its name from Smiths Gap itself. That designation was in local use from at least the 1860s, though not
formally gazetted until 2019. The road through the Gap—known in earlier days as the Gundaroo Road—was opened in late 1870 or
early 1871. The Gap commemorates William John Smith (1824—1896) and his family, who held selections at the top of the Gap.

The enigma alluded to above is this: the land was reserved for the overnight camping of travelling stock, and their drovers.

But it is predominantly steep, rising sharply up the sides of the Gap. |
cannot imagine how it could function as a TSR. Perhaps—and this is
purely speculation—a draftsman at the Lands Office in Sydney thought it
would be a good location for travelling stock to camp, on a creek at the
foot of the range, not realising that the reserve actually rises up the side of
the range!

If you are keen and fit enough to visit, grab your trekking poles,
park at the swimming hole and walk up the dirt road on its nor-western
side. You will soon reach the western boundary fence and (with difficulty)
can follow it NW to parallel Bungendore Road. Despite the high
prevalence of blackberries, serrated tussock and other weeds, the TSR has
some biodiversity values, with 60 bird species recorded from there in
eBird. On my recent visit, a pair of wedge-tailed eagles was gliding along
the Lake George Range above the TSR.

References

‘Reserve from sale for camping’, New South Wales Government
Gazette, 20 May 1973, p. 1450, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-
article223099707.

BRUCIC EXCAVATIONS

Trucks, Bobcats & Excavators
For hire: Rock Hammer, Auger and Pallet Forks,

* Roadworks ¢ House Sites * Sheds & Garages,
¢ Water Tanks * Fooungs * Sand & Gravel
* Landscape Supplies
¢ Supply & Install Septic Tanks & Absorption Trenches

admin@brucicgroup.com.au

Enquinies call Darko on
6238 1884 or 0408 682 191

Lea-Scarlett, EJ 1968, Queanbeyan: district and people, Queanbeyan Municipal Council, Queanbeyan, N.S.W.
Lea-Scarlett, EJ 1972, Gundaroo, Roebuck Society Publication no. 10, Roebuck Society, Canberra.
Lindsay, B 2008, Bungendore connections: a history of some of the pioneer families of the Bungendore district, the author,

Neutral Bay, N.S.W.

McDonald, D 2019, ‘Smiths Gap: its history and naming’, The Whisper, July 2019, pp. 22-3,
http://wamboincommunity.asn.au/thewhisper/content/support/archives/2019/1907%20Whisper.pdf.
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Thursday Social Drop In

Group
The Thursday Social Group meets

every Thursday morning from 10 — 12 noon
at the Wamboin Hall. It provides a
wonderful opportunity for people to come
along for a chat, a cup of coffee/tea and a
game of rummykub, scrabble, Mexican
trains or mahjong. If you don’t want to play
a game, just come for a chat.

We would love to see you there.

Just recently one of the group
members celebrated her 90" birthday.
Valentine Deacon was born in Calcutta,
India on 14 February 1936 and has lived in
the Wamboin area for many ears. Val is
pictured in the photo — she is in the centre
of the front row.

If you want to have a chat abo ut
the group, please give me a call on 0438
917206 or email
pumpbnjc@westnet.com.au-

- Narelle Pumphrey, Convenor

Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional Council Mobile Library Service
This wonderful service visits Wamboin Hall every second Thursday. The mobile library contains a wide selection of
materials for all age groups. You are able to reserve items from Bungendore, Braidwood and Queanbeyan libraries and collect these
from the mobile library when it visits. Printing and photocopying facilities are also available on the bus. This is a great community
resource and I would encourage all residents to support the service.
The next visits for the Library at Wamboin are scheduled for Thursdays 12 and 26 March 2026 (10.30-11.30am)
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Servicing of AWTS Septics by our

qualified service technicians

+ Septic fanks pumped « Porfable tfoilets For Hire

« Grease traps empfied « AWTS Systems pumped

+ Family ownerd and operated « Caring for our environment
' -

Office Number: 0427 500 113 * Rodger: 07 003 594 + Trudie: 0416 124 196
Email: poocarters@gmail.com « Web: poocarters.com.au AMeTA 42
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Kowen Kapers - Burbong

Burbong, or Burobong, as it was originally called, is thought to be the place name for the area in the general vicinity of a ford
across the Molonglo River, near today’s Molonglo road and rail bridges in southern Kowen. Like so much of the local First Nations
culture, the meaning of the word has been lost. Following the dispossession of the region’s First Nations inhabitants, Burbong became
home to a number of settler families, and by the late nineteenth century, Burbong was home to a thriving rural community. For the
next dozen or so editions, we will explore a number of Burbong’s sights, including: the ruins of four homesteads, a mine, a mountain,
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a railway station, a heritage-listed bridge, and a
village that never was, among others. But first,
directions.

Bingley Way Entrance (A): Enter Kowen at
the Bingley Way horse entrance (B) and turn left,
following the fence line until you get to the first
intersection (sign posted) with Jack’s Break (C).
Follow Jack’s Break for 4.3 km, passing the
intersection with Fearnside Way (D), climbing the
hill, and continuing on past the intersection with
Macquarie Rd (E) (sign posted). Turn left off
Jack’s Break at the third left turn after Macquarie
Rd (F) (near the top of the final hill before Jack’s
Break descends down to the Molonglo River).
Follow this road down the slope past the first
intersection. At the next intersection (G), take the
left fork and descend down to River Rd, turning
left. The entrance to Burbong is the first right off
River Rd (H). The road descends down to the ford
across Glenburn Creek (I) (near its confluence with
the Molonglo River). The total return journey from
this point is 15.6 km.

Burbong Entrance Commencing at the
Kings Highway entrance approximately 1 km east
of the Pinewood Close intersection (J): Follow the
road up past the mobile phone tower and down past
the entrance to the train tunnel (K). From here, take
the third right turn (L). At the next intersection
(M), turn right and travel the 100 m to the very next
intersection and turn left. Follow this road to the
next intersection (N) (with Colverwell’s Boundary
Rd). Continue straight on through the intersection
and down to the ford across the Molonglo and up to
River Road. Turn right and take the next right turn
(I) down to the ford across Glenburn Ck.

Charcoal Kiln Rd Entrance (O): From the

entrance off Kings Highway, travel across Weber Ck and take the first left turn (P) (Atkinson’s Rd). Climbing up and over Mt
Atkinson, take the right turn (Q) down to the barbed wire fence line running east to west. At the fence line, turn left (R). At the next
intersection (S), follow the mown path straight ahead (west). This path will take you past the ruins of Collier’s Homestead, after
which the path joins a road. Turn left and follow the road, which meanders west to the ford at (I). Do not attempt to cross either ford
after significant rain, as the force of the current can be dangerous. Peter Komidar, Wamboin
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